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(A Division of British Jewellery, Giftware and Finishing Federation)
BYE-LAWS

1.
Preamble
The Association, as a division of British Jewellery, Giftware and Finishing Federation, is governed by the provisions of the Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Federation and by these Bye-laws established in accordance with the Memorandum and Articles. In the case of any conflict between the provisions of these Bye-laws and the Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Federation, the Memorandum and Articles shall prevail.

2.
Definitions
The following words and phrases shall where the context admits bear the following meanings, namely:

"the Association"

shall mean the division of the Federation known as "The British Travelgoods and Accessories Association (BTAA)"

"the Federation"

shall mean "British Jewellery, Giftware and Finishing Federation Limited"

"Member"


shall mean a person or body who is a Member of the Federation and who is affiliated to this Association pursuant to the Memorandum and Articles and Clause 3 of these Byelaws.

"the Memorandum" and
shall mean the Memorandum and Articles of Association of the 

"the Articles"


Federation or either of them as the context requires;

"National Committee"

shall mean the Association's management committee appointed in accordance with these Bye-laws with powers delegated to it by the Board of the Federation.  

3.
Admission to Membership, Fees and Subscriptions
The National Committee shall at its absolute discretion admit to membership of the Federation any person or body who complies with the Articles as a Member of the Federation affiliated to the Association.

4.
Expulsion from Membership of the Federation
The National Committee may in its absolute discretion recommend to the Board of the Federation that a Member be required to withdraw from the Federation pursuant to Article 33 of the Articles.

5.
Officers of the Association
The Officers of the Association shall be the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Deputy Chairman (who shall normally be the immediate past Chairman) of the National Committee who shall be elected by the National Committee. Each officer so elected shall hold office for one year continuously subject to being elected to the National Committee in accordance with Bye Law 6.

6.
Composition of the National Committee
The National Committee shall comprise:

The Chairman, Deputy Chairman and Vice Chairman and up to 12 members elected by the members at the Annual General Meeting. Each member so elected shall hold office for one year and shall be eligible for re-election. The National Committee shall have the power to co-opt.  Each member of the National Committee shall have the power to appoint a named deputy who may attend meetings of the National Committee.  Such deputy shall not have the power to vote.

7.
Appointment of a Director of the Federation
(a)
If the number of members of the Association is sixty or more the National Committee may at its absolute discretion elect any Member to be the Association’s appointed Director of the Federation to serve in accordance with Article 13 of the Articles.

(b)
The National Committee shall give the Board of the Federation notice in writing of the Association’s appointed Director.

8.
Annual General Meeting of the Members
The Association shall hold an Annual General Meeting of the Members in each year at least 28 days prior to the Annual General Meeting of the Federation for that year. Notice in writing of the Annual General Meeting of the Association shall be sent by the National Committee to all Members not less than 21 days before the date of the meeting and shall specify the place, the day and the time of such Meeting and the business to be transacted thereat.

9.
General Meetings of Members
(a)
Besides the Annual General Meeting, General Meetings of the Members may be called by the National Committee and notices of such Meetings shall be sent to the Members not less than 21 days before the Meeting and shall specify the place, the day and the time of such meeting and the business to be transacted thereat.

(b)
Any Member wishing to put a Resolution to any General Meeting (including an Annual General Meeting) may do so by giving the National Committee at least 14 days notice in writing before the Meeting of the proposed Resolution.

(c)
General Meetings of the Members of the Association shall be called by the National Committee on the requisition in writing of any ten Members of the Association addressed to the Chairman of the National Committee.

10.
Proceedings at General Meetings
(a)
No business shall be transacted at any General Meeting unless a quorum of Members is present at the time when the Meeting proceeds to business.  Three Members shall be a quorum.

(b)
The provisions regulating the conduct of General Meetings of the Federation contained in the Articles shall apply to General Meetings of the Members of the Association save that the terms “Federation” “ President” “Deputy President” “Vice President” “Board” and “Secretary” shall be replaced respectively with the terms “Association” “Chairman” “Deputy Chairman” “Vice Chairman” “ National Committee” and “National Committee”.

11.
Meetings, Quorum and Powers of the National Committee
(a)
No business shall be transacted at meetings of the National Committee unless a quorum is present at the time when the meeting proceeds to business. Three members of the National Committee shall be a quorum.

(b)
The provisions regulating the conduct of meetings of the Board of the Federation contained in the Articles shall apply to meetings of the National Committee save that the terms  “Federation” “ President” “Deputy President” “Vice President” “Board” and “Secretary” shall be replaced respectively with the terms “Association” “Chairman” “Deputy Chairman” “Vice Chairman” “ National Committee” and “National Committee”.

(c)
The National Committee may in its discretion form Committees for specific purposes, which shall be set out in terms of reference. The Chairman and Members of such Committees shall be appointed by the National Committee and shall be accountable to the National Committee for any expenditure incurred.

12.
Subscription of Members
The National Committee shall in its absolute discretion fix such Annual Subscription payable by the Members as it sees fit, provided that it shall not be less than the Annual Subscription rate for the time being in force fixed by the Federation in accordance with the Articles.

13.
Adoption and Alteration of these Bye-laws
Subject to the provision of Article 8 of the Articles the National committee shall if it thinks fit, propose the adoption of new Bye-laws or the amendment of the existing Bye-laws of the Association. The Bye-laws cannot be amended or adopted except by way of a Resolution passed by 75% of the members present in person or by proxy at a General Meeting called by the National Committee for that purpose. Copies of the Bye-laws to be adopted or amended shall be sent with the notice convening the Meeting to each Member and a copy shall be submitted to the Board of the Federation at least 30 days before the date of the Meeting.

14.
Alteration of Name
(a)
The National Committee may change the name of the Association but only with the prior approval by way of Resolution passed by 75% of the Members present in person or by proxy at a General Meeting called by the National Committee for that purpose.

(b)
If the name to be adopted may conflict with the name or an area of trade represented by any other Federated Association of the Federation, notwithstanding the approval of the Members, the adoption of the new name shall not be valid without the approval of the Board of the Federation.

15.
Dissolution of the Association
The National Committee, with the approval of a Resolution passed by 75% of the Members present in person or by proxy at a General Meeting called by the National Committee for the purpose, may, if it thinks fit, recommend to the Board of the Federation that the Association no longer serves a useful purpose or function and should be dissolved in such manner as the Board of the Federation and the National Committee agree.

16.
Withdrawal from the Federation
If 75% of the Members notify the Chairman of their intention to withdraw from Membership of the Federation and to join together in forming a Trade Association independent of the Federation the National Committee shall advise all Members of the provisions of Article 10 of the Articles.

17.
Minutes of meetings
Correct Minutes of the proceedings of every Meeting of the Association the National Committee and any Management Committee shall be recorded in hard-copy format and kept for the purpose. Minutes if signed by the Chairman of the Meeting to which they refer or by any person present thereat and appointed to sign the same in his place, shall be received as conclusive evidence of the facts stated therein.

18.
Notices
(a)
All notices to be given under the provisions of these Bye-laws shall be sent by second class prepaid post or delivered by hand and if given to the Association or Trade Section shall be addressed to the Chairman of the Association or Trade Section at the office of the Association and if given to Members to their respective registered addresses.

(b)
Any notices sent to Members by post shall be deemed to have been served 72 hours after the day on which they shall have been posted and in proving such service it shall be sufficient to show that the same were properly addressed pre-paid and posted second class.

19.
General
Every Member of the Association shall receive a copy of these Bye-laws.

9th December, 2005 

BYE-LAWS/AGM/2005

