The General Election has been and gone and the effects on our sector will become clearer once the Emergency Budget and other policy statements are published in the coming months.

Already, however, we know that areas like Government funding for industrial training, export grants and assistance and Regional Development Agencies will all be reviewed - and the result won’t be upwards!

This together with the general uncertainty in the trading climate, volatility of the currency and the possibility of an increase in VAT rates make business planning a nightmare. I know from talking to many bosses of companies, big and small, that decisions on investment whether this be capital expenditure, exhibition attendance or recruitment of staff are becoming increasingly difficult.
BJGF Annual General Meeting (parent organisation)

On the lst June it is the BJGF AGM at the Welcombe Hotel in Stratford Upon Avon, its an excellent day out of the office and for one member per company it’s a free event.  Its an excuse for a day away where you can network with people in your industry, or with the Giftware and Jewellery industries too..  If you are interested in attending, and possibly having a game of golf at reduced rates, please see information and follow link below.  As this is a catered event you must book in to the event in advance via the BJGF – see link (It may even be an opportunity to bring your partner too)…. http://www.bjgf.org.uk/events.asp?x=2&e=2
Made in Britain

Our research has unearthed 14 companies who are happy for their details to be posted on our ‘UK manufacturing’ area on the BTAA website. Some BTAA members can offer short runs of product, often using UK produced components. We will be launching a marketing campaign for this project and we feel that now is the “moment” for such an initiative - lots of talk in the press about “Made in Britain,” and encouraging local manufacture etc. About time.
Seminars - The Web- Friend or Foe ?

Looking at the possibility of running new courses as above, and on Eco friendly products and various others, please let the us know whether you would be interested in attending courses and what may interest you and if there is enough interest we can then move forward in running new courses.
BTAA Board of Directors

Since the beginning of this year, the BTAA National Committee members have been introducing themselves via this newsletter and sharing their views on the industry. Our National Committee include for 2010 – 2011 include:
Chairman – Paul Yates

Vice Chairman – Robert Wills (BJGF Board director)

David Nathan

Steven Jones – Past Chairman

Shona Easton

Nagi Elbay 

Jeanette Faulkner

If you would be interested in joining the National Committee, its a voluntary position where we discuss the industry and how to move the BTAA forward and assist the industry as a whole.  Please write/email in the first instance to Diana Fiveash, CEO BTAA. Info@btaa.org.uk
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The BTAA/ BGA Glove competition awards ceremony will be held in London on 6th July at Drapers Hall, sponsored by the Worshipful Company of Glovers.  There were three finalists – all students from around the country.  The winners will be announced shortly. Many thanks to all the judges and to member companies for their much deserved support.
I hope this is of some interest, please do contact me if there is anything I can help with, and if you need our confidential impartial advice on any area of your business.  We are here to help….. We are a friend at the end of the phone/email to help you and support you and your business.

Speak soon

Kind regards

Diana Fiveash

Chief Executive

BTAA (British Travelgoods and Accessories Association)

Federation House

10 Vyse Street

Birmingham. B18 6LT
Tel: 0121 237 1107

Email: diana.fiveash@btaa.org.uk
Website: www.btaa.org.uk
