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CEC obtained strong guarantees that fair trade & competition will be respected and will therefore abstain from pursuing the expiry review in Footwear AD against China and Vietnam
CEC, the Confédération Européenne de l’industrie de la Chaussure (the European Confederation of the Footwear Industry), has decided, after several meetings with the European Commission not to pursue the expiry review with regard to the anti dumping duties applicable to certain imports of China and Vietnam expiring on the 31 March 2011.

During today’s meeting with the Commission CEC received the explicit guarantee from the Commissioner that all  imports will be carefully monitored on a day-to-day basis to see whether no new dumping and/or other unfair trading practices re emerge causing again damage to the European industry. In that case CEC will immediately initiate new actions. 

CEC is looking for a 360° strategy embodying all trade related aspects including dumping and other unfair trade practices as well as market access and respect of IPR.  
CEC is satisfied that the EU Commission will take up all these issues at the highest level in its quarterly bilateral meetings with both the Chinese and Vietnamese authorities.

According to CEC, the Chinese and Vietnamese producers and exporters must now act in accordance with international rules and the Chinese and Vietnamese authorities must guarantee fair trade and competition as well as unrestricted access to their respective markets for European shoes. 

The members of CEC are strongly committed to trade in accordance with international standards and regulations. Today’s decision reflects this commitment. 

While the EU industry has not yet completely recovered, CEC is prepared to accept unrestricted trade and fair competition and give third countries importing into the EU a fair chance, but will remain vigilant.

CEC believes that the dumping duties imposed upon Chinese and Vietnamese imports ending in March 2011 were fair, legal and strictly necessary to restore trade in accordance with these standards. 
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